Prognostic factors in breast cancer: theoretical and clinical aspects (review).
To estimate the prognosis of a patient is extremely important, because it strongly influences the therapeutic strategy. For this purpose a battery of prognostic factors has been described and evaluated, some of which are discussed in the present paper. They are divided into four categories (epidemiologic/demographic, anatomic/morphologic, hormonal/cellular and genetic/molecular factors). Although there are still many difficulties in the evaluation of prognostic factors, that must be overcome and although the ideal prognostic factor(s) are not yet defined, there are some that have been proved useful and should be employed for the benefit of the patients.